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THE REPUBLICAN PURSUIT OF AMERICAN COMMUNISTS 


Communism remains a serious and fundamental issue in 195). 


If the Communist threat was compelling in 1952 -= and it was «= 
it is even more compelling now. 


In 1952 the Republicans once more sounded the alarm <= they had 
been doing it for more than 20 years == and promised to grapple with the 
problem if they won the election. 1/ 


The Republicans won the 1952 election and set out to make good 
on their promise, 


This effort is being pushed on three fronts: by the Executive 
agencies, by Congress, and the Courts, 


1/ The 1952 Republican Platform said that "There are no Commnists in 
the Republican Party. We have always recognized Communism to be a 
world conspiracy against freedom and religion. We never compromised 
with Communism and we have fought to expose it and to eliminate it in 
government and American life. A Republican President will appoint 
only persons of unquestioned loyalty. We will overhaul loyalty and 
security programs. In achieving these purposes a Republican President 
will cooperate with Congress. Wie pledge close coordination of our 
intelligence services for protecting our security. We pledge fair 
but vigorous enforcement of laws to safeguard our country from sub- 
version and disloyalty. By such policies we will keep the country 
secure and restore the confidence of the American people in the in- 
tegrity of their government." 


SHAME HERES SHH SHOE AE SHH HERES HEA BEEBE IS RII IEE HE 


NOTE: The materials presented here have been prepared by the staff of 
the Majority Policy Committee, except for quoted matter and official 
citations. Neither the Members of the Majority Policy Committee, nor 
other Senators or Members of Congress, are responsible for the material 
and views herein contained, except such as they are willing to endorse 
and make their own, 








EXECUTIVE ACTION 


The security officers in the Executive Branch have proceeded 
energetically and weeded out of Federal employment some 2,00 security 
risks. 


Next, from the beginning of the new Administration, active 
steps have been taken to enforce existing legislation. This action is 
based primarily upon four laws: 


1. The Smith Act, which provides drastic penalties for 
those advocating the overthrow of Government by force and vio- 
lence. 


Since January 1953, 36 high ranking Communists have been 
convicted under this law. UV 


2. The TafteHartley Act, which includes among its provi- 
sions the requirement tliat wiion officials take the Non=Com- 
minist Oath. 


Since January 1953 three Communist union leaders have been 
convicted of filing false affidavits under this law, Three 
more are now under indictment and are about to go to trial. 2/ 


3. The Internal Security Act. Under this law the Subver- 
sive Activities Control Board has issued an order requiring the 
Communist Party to register the names of its officers and mem- 
bers with the Attorney General. 


The Communists are fighting the law and their appeal was 
argued before the United States Court of Appeals in the District 
of Columbia on April 23, 1954. If the order is upheld, the 
Party presumably will take the case to the Supreme Court. 


Under this same law the Attorney General has asked that a 
series of Communist Fronts be required to register, Extensive 
hearings have been held in all these cases. Much depends upon 
the final decision given by the Courts on the order issued by 
the Board requiring the Party itself to register. 


1/ Statement of the Department of Justice, April 15, 195). 
2/ Ibid. 
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4. The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, under which 
the laws governing the entry and exit of aliens have been drasti- 
cally tightened. This has had the effect of hampering and ob- 
structing the movements of Communist agents in this country. 


Since January 1953, 208 aliens or naturalized citizens have 
been either deported or ordered to be deported for subversive 
activity or affiliation. 


With a view toward more effectively using these laws Attorney 
General Brownell is now setting up in the Department of Justice a new 
Division of Internal Security. The Division will be in charge of an 
Assistant Attorney General and will have the handling of all court pro- 
ceedings in matters affecting the internal security of the United States. 
The Division will prosecute the cases developed with the assistance of 
the FBI and its entire time will be given to internal security problems. 


It should be remembered that the above-mentioned four laws 
would not be on the books today were it not for the persistent efforts 
of Republicans over the past 25 years. 


CONGRESSIONAL ACTION 


Congressional committees have vigorously pressed the investi- 
gation of Communist activities generally, both past and present, includ- 
ing the infiltration of the Federal Government, 


The exploring of the past has become a matter of bitter con- 
troversy. Republicans have been mercilessly attacked on this issue and 
accused of witch hunting and promoting mass hysteria. The Senate Investi- 
gating Subcommittee's researches into conditions in the General Electric 
plants and the Senate Internal Security Subcomnittee's resurrection of 
the circumstances surrounding the promotion of Harry Dexter White from 
the Treasury to the International Monetary Fund are examples of contro- 
versial investigations. 


For the moment it is enough to observe that the increasingly 
critical character of the world situation has had the effect of harden- 
ing the determination of those Americans both in and out of politics 
who seek aggressive action against the Communist menace. 
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This searching of the past has tonched a live nerve. During 
the year 1953 no fewer than 305 witnesses before Congressional committees 
invoked the fifth Amendment. A substantial nunber would not answer ques= 
tions about their past affiliations, 1 


Congress is now actively at work on new legislation designed 
to close loopholes in existing law concerned with the Communist problem. 
Some of this proposed legislation is before the Judiciary Committees of 
the two Houses, In other instances floor action has already occurred. 


Among the proposals are the following: 


Wire Tap Evidence 


A law that will permit evidence taken by wire tapping to be 
used in court in security cases. (The Communications Act of 193 bars 
the use in court proceedings of evidence secured by wire tapping.) The 
inadmissibility of such evidence was a factor in wrecking the Judith 
Coplon case. Again, although the handling of the case is still one of 
the unsolved mysteries of the Truman Administration, some of the most 
clinching evidence in the Amerasia affair -- the wire tap record of con- 
versations between John Stewart Service and Phillip Jaffe in the Statler 
Hotel in Washington -- could not have been used in court even if the 
Truman Justice Department had wanted to use it. It is urged that the 
need of a law permitting wire tap records in subversion cases is more 
acute now since, as the Commmnists operate more and more underground, 
they commit less to print and writing and communicate more by telephone. 
A bill to permit the use, in national security cases, of wire tap evi- 
dence taken by the FBI or the intelligence agencies of the armed serv- 
ices, provided the evidence was secured under a Federal court order, 
passed the House April 8 and is now before the Senate. 2/ The bill has 
retroactive features which would permit the use of previously obtained 
wire tap evidence, 


Inmunity 


A law that will permit the granting of immmity to Congressional 
committee witnesses and so make more difficult the concealment of informa- 
tion behind the shield of the Fifth Amendment. This Amendment, among 


1/ Congressional Record, March 31, 1954, P. h033 ff. Listing includes 
fhe names of the witnesses (assembled by the Legislative Reference 
Service), their identification as to profession and employment, the 
character of their Federal employment if any, the date of their 
testimony, and the committee before which each appeared. 


2/ H.R. 8649. 
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other things, provides that "No person...shall be compelled in any crimi- 
nal case to be a witness against himself...."' The reasoning behind the 
proposal for an immunity law is this: The Fifth Amendment has been ex- 
ploited wholesale since 195 by Communists and their sympathizers and 
followers. If immunity were available, they would be deprived of this 
particular device to evade giving testimony. 


Furthermore, some witnesses who would otherwise be willing to 
testify, and who might give information highly valuable in prosecutions, 
are afraid to give evidence lest they incriminate themselves, If granted 
immunity from any action flowing from the disclosure of information a 
great many will be willing, at last, to tell what they know. 


Harboring Fugitives 


A law to increase the penalty for harboring fugitives from 
justice. Robert Thompson, New York State Chairman of the Communist Party, 
was one of the 11 Communist leaders convicted in the first prosecution 
under the Smith Act in October 1949. (This was the famous 9-month trial 
over which Federal Judge Harold Medina presided.) All 11 were found 
guilty and sentenced to prison. Thompson jumped his bail and vanished. 
In August 1952 the FBI ran Thompson to ground in a hide-out in the Sierra 
Mountains in California. Four Communists had collaborated in concealing 
Thompson. They were charged, among other things, with conspiring to 
harbor a fugitive. They were tried, found guilty, and sentenced on May 3, 
1954, to terms running from 1 to 3 years. V/ Severer penalties might 
chill some of the ardor with which a Communist or a sympathizer supplies 
shelter to a fleeing comrade. 


Restriction on Defense Plant Jobs 


A law to permit the discharge (after a hearing) of an employee 
from a defense plant when his record shows that he may engage in sabotage 
or espionage, The need for meeting the issue of the hearing problem in 
such a law was pointed up when, during the week of April 26, 1954, in a 
dispute between the Arma Corporation of Garden City, N. Y., and the 
Engineers Association of Arma (a technicians' union), an arbitrator ruled 
that the company might not "deny an employee access to classified secur- 
ity information with all the attendant consequences that would flow from 
such action without affording the employee an opportunity for hearing or 
for review." 2 


1/ The Washington Daily News, April 27, 1954. The New York Times, May h, 
195) 


2/ The New York Times, May 3, 195k. 





Breaking of Communist Union Control 


A law that will break up the Communist control of unions in 
defense facilities, 


What a Communist dominated union can do -- and has done -- in 
a crisis is not an academic question. From August 1939 until Hitler's 
invasion of Russia in June 191, the Nazi-Soviet Pact was in force and 
Communist policy was to obstruct American rearmament in any way possible. 
In one move to block armament manufacture the United Automobile Workers <= 
then under Communist control <= precipitated the Allis-Chalmers strike in 
Milwaukee. The strike leader was Harold Christoffel. The strike itself 
was drawn out for 10 weeks (January 22-April 7, 1941) and engendered a 
bitterness that was intense and long lasting. It was a political strike 
and it was ruthlessly managed. In the end the strike collapsed, but 
meanwhile there was a 10-week stoppage that held up rearmament. 1 


It may easily be imagined what Communist control of a union in 
a defense plant could do now in view of the deepening crisis between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. In 1949, in a great purge, the CIO 
expelled a group of unions that were Communist controlled. The expulsion 
has never been rescinded. One of this group is the Mine, Mill, and Smel- 
ter Workers Union. Communist control is absolute. If this union wanted 
to do it, copper extraction in this country could be brought to a stand-= 
still at any tine, 


V/ Christoffel, long after, became involved in another celebrated case. 
On March 1, 1947, during a hearing before the House Committee on 
Education and Labor, when the Taft-Hartley Act was under construc- 
tion, Christoffel denied many questions about his Communist affilia- 
tions. (Hearings Before the House Committee on Education and Labor 
on Amendments to the National Labor Relations Act, 80th Congress, 
1st session, Vol. h, P. 209) ff.) Christoffel was indicted for per- 
jury, tried and convicted. The case was appealed, went twice to the 
Supreme Court, and is now on its way back to the Supreme Court once 
more. On the 19th of March 1954 it had got as far as the Court of 
Appeals. Christoffel, himself, is now in jail. What might be called 
the more recent appeals have been taken on technicalities with fur- 
ther bail refused to Christoffel, The case illustrates very well 
the sort of Congressional frustration that finally brought about 
the Internal Security Act, 


THE RECORD SINCE WORLD WAR I 


When the Republicans returned to power after World War I a 
pressing foreign relations problem was whether or not we should recog- 
nize the Soviet Union. This the new Administration refused to do. A 
close examination of the problem was made in 192 by the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. The Secretary of State, Charles E. Hughes, sub= 
mitted an elaborate analysis and documentation which showed that there 
was an essential unity between the Soviet Government and the various Come 
munist parties around the world; that these Communist parties, members 
of the Comintern, were not only subservient to the Soviet Politburo, but 
were its active agents; that, as menbers of this international conspiracy, 
American Comnunists were dedicated to the overthrow by violence of the 
Government and institutions of this country and to its eventual merger 
in a world Communist state, 1 


This analysis, made by an alert Republican State Department, is 
as true today as it was 30 years ayo. 


Six years later, on May 22, 1930, the last Republican House of 
Representatives before the advent of the New Deal, set up a "Special 
Committee on Communist Activities in the United States." 2/ This was 
the first systematic attempt by the United States Congress to come to 
grips with the American manifestations of the world conspiracy. The 
effort was begun by Republicans and was steadfastly pursued by Republi- 
cans from then down to the present hour. 


It is unnecessary to retrace here the familiar story of how, 
from 1933 on, the New Deal Administration was infiltrated by Communists 
and how, in the end, even the armed services were infected. Throughout 
this whole time Communist efforts were being pushed through organized 
labor, the press and radio, the colleges and the public schools, the 
learned professions, and the amusement trades, 


All the while the Republican minority, never in control of the 
Executive Branch and never -- except during the 80th Congress == in 


1/ Hearings before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 68th Congress, 
lst session, on the recognition of the present Soviet government of 
Russia, pursuant to S. Res. 50. January 21, 192k. 

2/ H. Res. 220, 7lst Congress, 2d session, agreed to May 22, 1930. 
Congressional Record, May 28, 1930, P. 9771. 





control of the national legislature, pressed this issue, All that was 
done in Congress was done by them <= with the aid of those Democrats who 
had not surrendered to the New Deal == and it was bitterly uphill work. 


In the 1946 Congressional election the question of infiltra- 
tion was a burning concern and the Republicans promised to attack the 
problem if they won, They won. Six different Congressional committees 
set to work investigating various phases of Communism in Government. V/ 


These moves precipitated a struggle between Congress and Presi- 
dent Truman that never stopped until he quit office. The conflict took 
two forms: 


Through a series of so-called Loyalty Orders the President 
slammed the door shut on Executive files and repeatedly refused to com= 
mittees information on subversives. Tied in with these orders there 
was set up a system of Executive censorship that not only was used to 
obstruct the investigation of Communist infiltration, but also to con- 
ceal other Administration misdeeds such as the bribery and corruption 
in the Internal Revenue Bureau. 


Secondly. the President attempted by veto to defeat the deter- 
mination of Congress to deal with the Coummist issue. The Taft-Hartley 
Act was passed over the Truman veto. The Internal Security Act, which 
had its genesis in bills introduced in the House by Representatives Mundt 
and Nixon in 1948, was passed over the Truman veto. The Immigration and 
Nationality Act (which was a revision and recodification of existing 
immigration laws undertaken first in the 80th Congress) was passed over 
the Truman veto. 


From first to last, through both the New Deal and the Fair 
Deal, Republicans and the Executive were at sword's point over the in= 
filtration question. The New Deal let the Communists into government; 
the Fair Deal spent its time denying and concealing the fact. The long 
series of exposures by Congress ©= the Hiss case, the Remington case, 
the Amerasia case, and the rest == were accomplished in the teeth of 
Administration opposition. 


1/ The House Committee on Un-American Activities broke the Hiss case 
during the 80th Congress. The House Foreign Affairs Committee in- 
vestigated Communist influences in the State Department. The House 
Committee on Appropriations developed the 108 cases of undesirable 
personnel in the State Department. The House Committee on Executive 
Expenditures investigated the censorship code in the Loyalty Order. 
The Senate Appropriations Comnittee carried on a long struggle to 
force the discharge of subversives in the State Department under 
the McCarran rider, The Senate Committee on Executive Expenditures 
produced the first public confessions of Elizabeth Bentiey. 





